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A CHALLENGE TO GRASSROOTS POLITICS 


We must be ready to fight hundreds of local political battles with Communists — in the wards, 
cities, counties and states of our country. Communists are aiming their sights at out municipal 
elections —a strategem which has won and kept a large measure of political power for their co- 
workers in France. What's more, they are starting to make dangerous headway. 


Party Secretary Eugene Dennis sounded the warning in his keynote address at the 16th Party 
Congress in New York in February 1957. "Focus attention locally and in the states on specific 
issues," Dennis told the Communist delegates. Seize upon issues “already projected by the labor 
and people's movements and thus widen Communist influence inside labor, and inside the two 
major political parties." This is the strategy Dennis outlined. Take issues such as desegregation, 
reducing the arms budget, cutting taxes on low-income groups, introducing the thirty-hour work 
week, repealing legislation that allegedly violates the Bill of Rights, extending social security, 
banning H-bomb tests, and calling for a new Summit Meeting. Give them a Communist twist. 
Use them to boost Communist political power. 


Reds Claim "Influence" In Recent California Elections 


Communists have taken the political ball which Dennis tossed them and are starting to run 
with it. In California, Communists claim to have had “some influence" in November 1958 Con- 
gressional elections. Writing in Political Affairs (February 1959), Albert J. Lima says that the 


Party "helped to unify the Left, and together with most of the Left progressive forces added a 
vital element to the elections." 


One achievement, Lima claimed, was the Communist role in forming the Independent Voters 
of California "as a non-partisan organization" designed to take a part in state and national elec- 
toral and legislative battles. 


First, said Lima, we will work "within the main channels through which labor and the Negro 
people operate in these elections" — that is, through the major U.S. political parties. At the same 
time, Communists will urge independent political action by labor "both within the Democratic 
Party and independently before Congress and the Legislature." 


"Influence" In Ohio, Too 


In Ohio, Communists took an almost equally active role. Political pamphlets were distrib- 
uted by mail, at shop gates, and in working-class neighborhoods, A. Krchmarek, Party District 
Organizer for Ohio, claimed the Party's work aided the mass vote against the "right-to-work" 
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proposal, For the future, Krchmarek promised increased Party concentration on electing left-wing 
leaders to posts in local governments. Wherever possible, issues of "peace... recognition of 


[Communist] China. . . co-existence . . . and the concepts of the antimonopoly coalition" will 
be injected into the elections. 


There you have the outline of the political offensive Communists will be throwing at us in 
coming elections. The Daily Worker summed up the offensive on February 15, 1959. The New 


York Communist Party's legislative program, the paper reported, is based on the premise that people 
can make the legislature respond to their will. 





On this basis, the New York CP will work through organizations, labor unions, farm organi- 


zations, community and consumer clubs, neighborhood houses, tenants' organizations, and inde- 
pendent political clubs to influence people, then influence legislation. 


Make Grassroots Appeal 


This is a grassroots movement with specific appeals to different voter groups: for the thirty- 
hour week and the soak-the-rich tax policy, to appeal to workers; for housing and rent control, to 
appeal to low-income groups; outlawing discrimination, to appeal to Negro people; for more edu- 
cational spending and more schools, to appeal to the youth and to parents; for banning nuclear 


tests, disarmament and peaceful co-existence, for general appeal to women, church groups, and 
intellectuals. 


Honest and loyal Americans have differing points of view on these issues. As Party Secre- 
tary Eugene Dennis urged in 1957, the Party is seizing upon issues projected by the American 
people, giving them a twist to further Communist drives for political power. 


As the political battle is joined, our task becomes one of constant vigilance in local and 
state elections, and in organizations through which Communists hope to exert influence. It be- 
comes a task of vigilance to identify the twists Communists put on issues, of isolating the Com- 
munists from the mainstream of American political life. 


Failure to do this may face us with the specter of Communists sitting on city councils, dir- 
ecting local police, and naming candidates for national political posts. 


THE UNEASY BALANCE BETWEEN EAST AND WEST 


Ever wonder how the world looks to Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev? Does the growing 
unrest in Africa, Asia, the Middle East bother him? Just how does he size up world conditions 
from his chair in the Kremlin? Khrushchev gave us a clear idea of what he thinks in a poorly re- 


ported talk in East Germany on March 7. He was telling an "All-German" Conference his views 
of how things now stand in our troubled world. 


Said Khrushchev: "Comrades, the forces of peace [the Communists] and the forces of war 
[the U.S. and other capitalists]. . . are more or less balancing edch other. The indicator is in 
the middle, as it were, tending a bit more toward the forces of peace. It is pointing toward the 
forces of peace. We must simply continue to press on with our policy." (Underlining added: Ed.) 


The Communist-sparked revolts in Africa, the tensions in the Middle East, Asia, Europe, and 
even Latin America, do not loom as threatening clouds on the Soviet horizon. To Nikita Khrushchev, 
these human upheavals are merely "an indicator. . . tending a bit more toward the forces of peace." 


How Can Khrushchev Say "Peace"? 


To Khrushchev, as to all Communists, the world is now at war. Two forces, as he said on 
March 7, "Communism and capitalism" are battling for world victory. When we talk of "peace" 
during a time of war, what we really mean is "peace" attained through the defeat of our enemy. 
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So when Khrushchev talks so glibly and so forcefully about his fight for "peace," he means the 
"peace" he hopes will come after his victory over us and our allies. 


Many Americans —in fact, most people of the world — cannot believe that war is going on 
when they do not see tanks, planes, ships, missiles and men in deadly combat. Without such con- 
flict, they tend to believe talk of "peace" when, in fact, there is no peace. The war today is an 
economic and political war. It is a struggle in which the weapons of World War II, like the weapons 
of all previous wars, are outmoded. 


If war is going on between Communism and capitalism, how is it being fought? Khrushchev 
pointed out one major area of conflict on March 7: "in... the economic front sector — the main 
sector of the front —we are victorious, not by means of . . . destruction, but by means of superiority. 
"Let us advance toward Communism," Khrushchev urged, "and Communism will be victorious as the 
most progressive movement in the world. We shall have the shortest working day in the world. We 
shall have the highest living standard for the working class." 


Is This Double-Talk? 


This sounds like a strange war cry. But that is what it is. Like Lenin, Khrushchev says that 
final victory of Communism over capitalism will come on the economic front. This is why Com- 
munists are now driving the Russian and satellite peoples to "Overtake America" in per capita farm 
and factory production. “Overtake America" is the battle cry in this age of the Communist war 
against free peoples. 


Foreign trade is part of economics, and foreign trade has special roles to play in gaining 
ultimate Communist victory. Khrushchev mentioned them on March 7. First, he said, “development 
of trade of the USSR with the United States would lead to an increase in the level of employment 
of the U.S. population." Were employment to increase for any reason during a period of wide- 
spread trade with the Soviet Union, Communists would try to claim a degree of gratitude from 
workers for the kindness of the Communist regime. 


Second, he said, “economic relations create good prerequisites for the strengthening of po- 
litical relations between countries. The extensive development of trade plays an important part 
in the consolidation of mutual confidence between peoples." 


Communists have much to gain from any increase of confidence in the Communist regime. 
There is no question of "mutual confidence," for Khrushchev has declared over and over his inten- 
tion to be victorious over our way of life. Greater confidence of ours in the Communist regime, 
thus, could only speed Khrushchev's hoped-for victory. 


Economics and world trade are only the "mainfront." The war is carried out on many other 
fronts as well —propaganda, diplomatic maneuver, local politics, and by the darker tactics of 
espionage, blackmail, and sabotage. 


For what it's worth, Khrushchev's estimate is that the world now stands at a mid-point at which 
the power of Communists and the power of free peoples are evenly balanced. Communists obviously 
have been winning strength up to now and intend to “press on" with their current policies. Which 
way the world indicator goes in the next few years —or even in the next few months —may determine 
the gen of the world. Are we doing enough of the right things to make sure we'll be on the win- 
ning side? 


LEADERSHIP — GOAL OF COMMUNIST WOMEN'S PROGRAMS 
Ever since 1945, Communists have been trying to lead the women of the world. They have 


tried to excite women into a mass movement to shake government policies and speed Communist 
conquest. Their device is the Women's International Democratic Federation. 
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Soon after the WIDF was formed in Paris in 1945, an affiliated organization —the Congress 
of American Women —was formed in New York. Its purpose was not to infiltrate sound American 
women's organizations. Rather, it set out to compete with them for women's loyalty. 


After a few years, the Congress of American Women gave up this competition as an organi- 
zation. Many of its leaders and members drifted off into other women's community and club work 
activities, where their ties with the Communist WIDF would not be so easily identified. 


Though today there is no public WIDF affiliate in the United States, the organization's head- 
quarters in East Berlin claims a tremendous world-wide membership. It says that more than 
200, 000, 000 women in more than eighty countries belong to WIDF or participate in WIDF 
programs. 


WIDF Purposes 


One purpose of WIDF, as Secretary Marie Gaubert says, is to give women a chance to ex- 
press their aspirations and their will to fight for their rights as mothers and workers. 


Another, more meaningful purpose, from the Soviet point of view, is to stir up women into 
a mass movement "to force all governments to carry out a policy of peace and to give up war 
preparations." Since, in the Communist book, only the United States and its allies are preparing 
for war, the WIDF uses its peace appeals as a basis for open attacks against capitalism and against 
Western foreign policies. 


Leaders in American women's organizations should note this technique. Communists claim 
that they are for peace and a better life for all women and children. These are objectives for 
which women (and men) everywhere are willing to strive. Then, when the women's attention is 
focused on these lofty goals, Communists pour on propaganda for their own action program. 


Each World Area —Its Own Propaganda Line 


In capitalist countries, their line is that women suffer most "from the consequences of the 
armaments race." Communists say that women suffer from "increasing unemployment, from falling 
wages, from increasing costs of living and increasing taxes." If war budgets are cut and military 
blocs are disbanded, say the Reds, the cause of women's suffering will end and social benefits will 
increase. 


In colonial countries, WIDF agitators rally support among women with this line: The atomic 
danger, the armaments race, and the cold war are the obstacles to independence. And without 
independence, women in such areas will never be able to gain their rights and overcome their 
poverty. The war danger, they add, comes from the United States; and thus, the United States is 
the enemy of women in Asia and Africa. 


Still different lines are taken in Latin America and in Western Europe: In Latin America, 
women are told that the way to increase their prosperity and freedom is to throw out the United 
States and invite in the jolly, friendly people of the Soviet Union. In Italy, in France, in West 
Germany, the WIDF attack is to agitate the women on the issue of atomic armament and a host of 
local issues which are the daily concern of most women in these countries, such as food prices, 
rents, transportation fares. 


All Is Rosy In Red Lands, WIDF Claims 


Now for the slick twist. In socialist countries, say WIDF leaders, "the prosperity of the 
population is constantly growing." In these countries, rich with progress and happiness, "the 
women have given the same warm support to the appeal of the WIDF that they always give to all 
proposals for the consolidation of peace." 
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Sometimes Americans wonder why reporters returning from Asia and Africa and elsewhere say 
that the local people fear and hate the United States but are neutral or friendly to the Soviet 
Union. And they are so, despite the tremendous sacrifices we make to send them financial and 
technical aid. The WIDF is one of the answers. Its line is tailored to local conditions in each of 
the great areas of the world. Their formula: appeal to women's hopes and dreams; picture the 
United States as the reckless gunman who is the obstacle to attainment of those dreams, and the 
Soviet Union as the kindly liberator who can help women toward achievement. 


The evil potion that Communists brew abroad is also at work inside the United States. 
Women's organizations here might well ask themselves what they can do to alter this misshapen 
picture which many millions of women of the world have of the United States. Indeed, are we 
doing enough inside the United States to make sure members of women's organizations are ade- 
quately informed? Are they up-to-date on rapidly changing Communist tactics that affect local 
politics, our teenagers, and the stability of our communities? 


Today, it is not enough to know that you are against Communism. You must also know why 
and what to do about it. 


HOW THEY'RE SPREADING "SOCIALISM" NOW 


A man listening to radio station KPFA-FM recently, was startled to hear the voice of a 
leading Marxian "historian," Herbert Aptheker, giving a Marxian analysis of affairs. A Univer- 
sity of Pittsburgh student attended a meeting to hear the Communist Party's Educational Director 
Hyman Lumer talk on the aims of the Communist Party to achieve a socialist America. Thousands 
of homeowners and apartment dwellers were recently surprised by a promotion from Prometheus 
Books, a new dollar-book club started by Carl Marzani and Angus Cameron to peddle books at- 
tacking capitalism and merchandising Marxian ideas. 


These are but three examples within the past two months of a rapidly growing Communist 
ideological offensive in the United States. The offensive is based on the sound principle that if 
you influence a man's mind, you also influence his actions. Communists are out to influence as 
many minds as possible via the radio, newspaper, magazine, lecture and book. 


Dennis Gave The Cue 


Party Secretary Eugene Dennis told Communist delegates to the 16th Party Convention in 
February 1957: "There are, and will be, new opportunities to advance our basic socialist aims and 
concepts." The Party, he said, has "to reach new sections of the working class with the goals, 
ideas, and principles of scientific socialism, or Marxism-Leninism." 


One outcome of this approach are the classes held at the Faculty of Social Science in New 
York City. There, for $2.50 per course, adults, students, and even teenagers can hear lectures 
by leading Marxists on the Marxist theory of the state, independent political action, the new 
Soviet seven-year plan, the Chinese communes. 


Herbert Aptheker, a lecturer at the Faculty of Social Science, is recording talks with a 
Marxian slant for broadcast over radio stations in Berkeley, California; Chicago, Illinois; New 
York City; and elsewhere. Cited Communists such as Rockwell Kent and Victor Perlo are giving 
lectures on such topics as "Our Friends The Russians" and "China Today." 


Red Album Due May 1 


Nor is this all. Communists are now busily producing a 96-page picture album for release 
on May |. The album —to sell for fifty cents a copy —will feature "35 years of struggle, " includ- 
ing the Sacco-Vanzetti Case, the Scottsboro Case, the bonus and hunger march, the Leipzig trial of 
Georgi Dimitroff, the Spanish Civil War, Communists on the New York City Council, the Chinese 
People's Revolution, the McCarthy era, the Progressive Party, Congressional investigations, and more. 
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Besides thirty pages of pictures and cartoons, the album will contain — so the Communists 
hope — a number of ads from individuals and groups. Thus, the album will serve to raise money 
for the Party as well as to spread Marxian concepts. 


One effect of this upswing in Communist ideological propaganda will be to force Americans 
to clarify — in simple, every-day terms — what we are for, as well as what we are against. Per- 
haps we are in for an age of great debate such as that which swept across the land just prior to the 
adoption of the U.S. Constitution. The present greatness of our land can be traced to the reasons 
that our society was shaped the way it is. Its future greatness may depend upon how well we and 
our children now understand these important reasons. 


POLITICAL FIRES IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


The backfire Communists have been building against rising Nasserism in the Middle East has 
turned into a conflagration. As Freedom's Facts predicted in Septemper 1958, Moscow Reds would 
aid Nasser only as long as he helped to promote the Red conquest of the Middle East and Africa. 


While Nasser attacked U.S. forces put into Lebanon to stabilize the area after the lraqui 
revolt, he was praised in Moscow. Today, Moscow Communist Boss Nikita Khrushchev is openly 
throwing his support behind Iraq's Abdul Karim Kassim and accusing Nasser of “arming himself with 
the language of the imperialists. " 


With Reds rising to top positions in Iraq and talking about plans to revive the old alliance 
between Iraq and Syria, Nasser is caught with a major crisis on his hands. Moreover, Communists 
are spreading their influence as fast as they can in Libya — at Nasser's back door. 


Is Nasser "Surrounded" ? 


Cut off from the Mideast oil he sought through a union with Iraq and cut off from Western 
aid as the result of his violent anti-Western propaganda, Nasser now faces complete surrender to 
the Reds or personal defeat at the hands of either Communist or Western oriented Egyptian leaders. 
His one alternative is to follow the lead of Yugoslavia's President Tito in seeking more Western aid 
to keep himself solvent. 


The complete destruction of Nasser is not an immediate Communist goal. Khrushchev declared 
on March 16: "Relations between the USSR and the UAR will continue as heretofore." Cairo is still 
valuable to the Reds as the base from which their Afro-Asian Solidarity Council can promote anti- 
Western revolution in Africa. 


Rather, the immediate Soviet targets in the Middle East after Iraq will be first, Iran, and 
then Turkey. Iran is target number one for two good reasons: The country provides an overland 
route from Russia into the Middle East. This route would give Russia a port on the Persian Gulf and 
a sea route to India, Arabia and Africa. Moreover, Iran is rich in oil which Communists have been 
trying to deny to the West since the end of World War II. 


A full-scale Communist propaganda barrage has already been mounted against Iran. The Shah 
of Iran himself expects the Russians to exert economic pressure from the outside and to stir up sub- 
version from the inside to weaken the country. 


Then, Turkey is next. If Communist plans succeed inlran, we can expect to see a renewed 
Red drive to gain control of Turkey's Dardanelles — thus to gain open sea access to the 
Mediterannean. 


Events in the Middle East are proving all over again that dealing with international gangsters 
is the same as dealing with gangsters anywhere. Their word is meaningless unless there is a gun at 
their head. ‘ 


WHO'S GOING TO THE RED FAIR? 


With only three months to go, Communist youth are stepping up their drive to get 400 Ameri- 
can young men and women to attend the World Youth Festival in Vienna. A U.S. Festival Commit- 
tee has been set up in New York. USFC branches have been put to work on a number of university 
campuses, including Harvard, Reed, Antioch, and Berkeley. Other branch committees have been 
established in cities such as Portland, Oregon; Los Angeles; San Francisco; Newark, New Jersey; 
and Philadelphia. In some areas, these groups have been holding rallies and cultural programs to 
excite enthusiasm for the World Youth Festival, and to raise money, presumably to help finance 
trips to Vienna. 


Though the Festival is being staged outside the Communist bloc, its Communist nature still 
predominates. The real control of the Festival is in the hands of the Communist-run World Federa- 
tion for Democratic Youth. Communists are so dominant in the Festival, in fact, that even left- 
wing socialists have condemned the event. All youth groups in Austria, except the Communist 
youth, have opposed and are continuing to oppose, the Youth Festival. 


Communist Propaganda Event 


Some non-Communist youth will attend the Festival — some from curiosity; some with the hope 
that they can argue down the Communist professionals there; some with the dream that they can work 
to make future Festivals truly free exchanges of opinion and a real forum for world youth. 


These are largely wasted dreams and hopes. Youth Festival financing, organization and 
direction are in Communist hands. The Festival is a Communist event. Those attending it have 


little chance to convert Communists; their presence can be exploited to further Communist prop- 
aganda aims. 


THE MESS IN AFRICA 


Everything is a mess in Africa. These are words of reporters who have watched the rabble- 
rousing and the riots in recent weeks. They report that the mess is going to get worse as rabble- 
rousers, ambitious tribal chiefs and Communist agitators whip up the emotions of the African people. 


Was this unexpected? Freedom's Facts predicted in June 1954 that "one of the greatest bat- 
tles of the modern world [ is] now shaping up in Africa." The words actually were those of Dr. 


W.E.B. DuBois, then a lecturer at the Communists' Jefferson School in New York and a foremost 
proponent of African revolution. 


It was no surprise, then, that Dr. DuBois cropped up during the Accra Conference of Afri- 
can Peoples in Ghana, December 5-13, 1958. Addressing delegates from all parts of Africa, Dr. 
DuBois asked: "Which way shall Africa go?" and answered: "You cannot choose between social- 
ism and private capitalism, because private capitalism is doomed." 


Proposed "African Legion" 


The Accra Conference, which was not too well reported in our public media, went on to make 
some highly significant resolutions. One was to form an "African Legion" of volunteers to “protect 


the freedom" of African peoples. The Conference called for the abolition of boundaries in Africa 
and unity of all African countries. 


The Conference set up a permanent All-African People's Africa. Significantly, efforts by a 


few delegates to get through resolutions against violence and resolutions opposing Communism failed 
overwhelmingly. 


_, Shirley Graham, the wife of Dr. DuBois, writing in the U.S. Communists’ theoretical journal, 
Political Affairs, February 1959, concludes her remarks by quoting 29-year-old Tom Mboya, of 
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Kenya, as saying: "Hear me, imperialists, colonialists, white supremicists; your day in Africa is 
finished. Right in front of me, as | speak, is the map of Africa. On it are written these words: 
"People of Africa unite. You have nothing to lose but your chains. You have a continent to 
regain. You have freedom and human dignity to attain.’ We are united. We are determined, 
The whistle is blown; Africa is on the march." 


With this paraphrase of Karl Marx's Communist Manifesto, the real battle of Africa has be- 
gun. And the Communists are years ahead of us. As reports now coming from Africa indicate, we 
can now expect years of riot and bloodshed as the Africans drive the white men from Africa and war 
over who will rule the continent. The continent is in a nearly ideal condition for Communist conquest. 


The All-American Conference to Combat Communism serves as a meeting ground and 

clearing house for some fifty national women's, youth, religious, professional, civic, 

fraternal and veterans' organizations. The Conference is non-partisan. It dissemi- 

nates objective information about Communist intentions and tactics to guide member 

organizations in their efforts to preserve freedom. The Conference also sponsors Know 

Your America Week each year to promote greater knowledge of our country and the 
principles for which it stands. 


"FREEDOM'S FACTS AGAINST COMMUNISM" available for $3.00 per year. 
Rates for bulk orders available upon request. Please note organizational 
affiliations when making subscription requests. 


Permission to quote all or any part of Freedom's Facts is granted 
if context is preserved and credit given. 





